[Idiopathic generalized epileptic syndromes of children].
The idiopathic generalized epilepsies of children form a neurobiological continuum which starts during the first years of life, until adolescence. In this group, infantile absence epilepsy may be considered to be the maximum expression of the idiopathic generalized epilepsies in this age group. Infantile absences have seen studied in animal models, in humans and genetically. We analyze the clinical and encephalographic characteristics of infantile absence epilepsies together with their prognosis and epidemiology. We also consider the palpebral myoclonias with absences and absences with perioral myoclonias. The generalized tonic-clonic seizures of childhood form an ill-defined epileptic syndrome, with very heterogeneous clinical and electroencephalographic characteristics. It seem important to be able to establish the precise diagnosis in these syndromes, since correct treatment depends on it.